Rittenhouse Square, Queen Village, and Northern Liberties among them-manifest a rather New York kind of vibe.
In my experience Philadelphians mostly dismiss such comparisons, preferring instead to take a longer view. Philadelphia is the keystone of the Keystone State. Its historic downtown area, referred to locally as Center City, runs east to west between the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers for 27 blocks, and north to south between Vine and South streets for about 11 equally reasonably sized city blocks. Exploring this area by foot is one of the city's great joys.
Divided by tradition into about a dozen neighborhoods, visitors to Center City can witness the best of the history of American urban architecture in one afternoon. My recommendation is to move slowly east to west beginning with Elfreth's Alley in Old City (www.elfrethsalley.org/), making sure not to miss Independence Mall State Park, including Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, and the new National Constitution Center before moving on to the antique shops and restaurants on Pine Street east of Broad.
David C. Murray

Exploring Philadelphia
Walking tours and libraries in the Center City 2011 participants will no doubt enjoy taking the time to visit at least one or two of these special library collections. Many of the most interesting venues are within easy walking distance of the conference hotels, while others are only a short bus or subway ride away. Here are a few of my favorite librarian haunts.
• Free Library of Philadelphia (www. freelibrary.org/). One of the country's great public library systems with 7 million unique items, the Central Library of the Free Library of Philadelphia is located at the corner of Vine and 20th Streets. Those of us affiliated with university research collections sometimes forget that public libraries, large and small, house treasures beyond compare. I recommend visiting the Free Library as much for its unique collections, which include Early American Children's Books, a historical Map Collection 130,000 items strong, and a collection of more than 500 Incunabula, as for the 1927 Central Library's impressive architecture (particularly the interior spaces).
• Philadelphia Museum of Art-Museum Library (www.philamuseum.org/library/).
Located within the confines of one of the world's great art museums (follow the Benjamin Franklin Parkway to its terminus), the Museum Library is open to the public Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The facility brags of a collection of more than 200,000 items, many of which are rare, and the librarians there are happy to help patrons research their personal art objects. Currently on offer is "Revisiting the Centennial: Resources from the Library and Archives," an exhibition of objects from the 1876 Philadelphia world's fair, the first ever held in the United States.
• Historical Society of Pennsylvania (www.hsp.org/). Rightly or wrongly, the collections of some local historical societies are viewed as ancillary to the study of national U.S. history. Not so for the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, located at 1300 Locust Street. Renowned for its 17th-, 18th-, and 19th-century manuscript collections, i.e., primary-source ephemera, this institution owns more than 600,000 books and serials. Those interested in genealogy, ethnic, or immigrant studies will wish to have a look. Hours are limited, so call ahead: (215) 732-6200. Daily admission costs $8 for visitors.
• Early American Imprints, you will savor a visit to the Library Company. The building is located across the street from the Historical Society on Locust Street about halfway between 13th and Broad. Open and free to the public, hours are between 9:00 a.m. and 4:45 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
University archives
Other possibilities
• The Athenaeum of Philadelphia. Founded in 1814, the collection of the Athenaeum focuses on American architecture and interior design history for the period 1800 to 1945. Admittance is by appointment only, so call ahead: (215) 925-2688.
• The National Archives. The archival facility for the National Archives and Records Administration's Mid-Atlantic Region is located at 900 Market Street in Center City (www.archives. gov/midatlantic/). The building serves as the depository for federal documents generated in the Mid-Atlantic region, and includes more than 65,000 cubic feet of archival materials dating from 1789. Call ahead if planning a visit: (215) 606-0100.
ACRL 2011 and Philadelphia
For repeat and new visitors alike, the ACRL 2011 conference in Philadelphia should prove both stimulating and enjoyable. Please do take just a little bit of time beyond the confines of the Pennsylvania Convention Center to enjoy all that our amazing city has to offer.
Notes
